










Attachment 

FACT Act Study - Investigations of Disputed Information 
Informal Survey of approximately 20 Community Bankers 

1. Does your bank regularly furnish information to a credit bureau? 

YES - 16 NO - 1 

If yes, briefly describe how the information is furnished. 

� Core Processing system produces files that are transmitted to the various 
repositories via diskette. 

� Info is forwarded by our data processor 
� File transfer to Equifax 
� Emailed Æ Experian, Mail Floppy Æ Trans Union 
� By tape at month End 
� Monthly by magnetic tape 
� Internet delivery 
� Electronic submission 
� Information is furnished on a monthly basis. 
� Consumer Dispute Verification forms are done by mail. 
� Sent electronically through Internet sites 
� Upload Memo II format – an ASCII fixed format file with data on all loans. 
� Automated. Reported monthly 
� Monthly computer tape 

a. Does the bank use a service bureau? YES - 5 NO - 9 

If yes, please briefly describe the procedures. 

� All customers’ accounts are set up under First Data Resources system which 
electronically reports every month to all 3 bureaus 

� Info is forwarded by our data processor 
� Jack Henry & Assoc. service bureau provides the information to Experian on our 

behalf. 
� We outsource the procedure through our data processor 
� Monthly automatic update to all credit bureaus 

NO 
� We send data file via Internet 



b. Does the bank furnish all information (both positive and negative) about consumers? 

YES - 16 NO 

Please explain. 

� As secondary market servicer we are required to provide a full credit history of all 
customers. 

� All credit history is reported on all customers 
� Complete loan history disclosed monthly - major derogatory reported by form 

and faxed 
� Both positive & negative information is furnished on a monthly basis 
� The Bank indicates if loans are paid in full or if there is a balance, and whether 

they are 30, 60, or 90 days late 
� All information is sent to credit bureau 
� We furnish information to credit bureaus which reflects actual payment history of 

all loan customers 

c. Does the bank furnish information on all loan customers? 

YES - 5  NO - 11 

Please explain. 

�	 We do not report commercial loans. We do not report charge off in repayment. 
However, if fully recovered would mark paid-in-full. We do not report our credit 
cards as they are reported by the credit card company. Otherwise, our system 
includes all files unless a particular file is manually designated as do not report. In 
some instances, it is necessary to turn off reporting for justifiable cause. 

� Installment loan and RE mortgage customers only 
 
� Only consumer and RE loans – not ag or commercial 
 
� Our system is set up to furnish both negative & positive information on all 
 

consumer accounts. 
� Via a disk on a monthly basis. 
� Consumers only; not commercial 

NO 
� We furnish information on consumer loans only – no business/commercial loans\ 
� Do not report commercial loan accounts 
� ODP Fresh Start Loans are not reported and commercial loans are not reported 
� Do not report on commercial loans 
� Consumer only 
� No commercial accounts are reported 
� Commercial loans, PC securities, agricultural, real estate are not reported 
� Consumer only 



Briefly outline to which credit bureaus the bank furnishes data. 

� Equifax, Experian, Trans Union, Innovis 
 
� Equifax, Experian, Trans Union 
 
� Trans Union 
 
� Experian and Trans Union 
 
� Experian only at this time. 
 
� Experian and Equifax 
 
� Trans Union, TRW, Equifax 
 
� Equifax 
 
� Trans Union 
 
� All Three 
 
� Equifax, Experian, and Trans Union 
 
� CSC – Equifax, Trans Union, Experian 
 
� Equifax (through CSC Credit Services) 
 
� Trans Union, Experian 
 
� Equifax, Experian, Trans Union 
 

If information is not reported, why not? 

� We are considering reporting now that we have the DP capacity to do so 
� As stated before. Only in justifiable circumstances on consumers. Commercial not 

at all. 
� Upload file to Equifax 
� Trans Union, TRW, Equifax 
� Either in dispute or a pending accident and health claim 
� There are other ways to get commercial data, such as Dunn & Bradstreet 
� Bank decision 

2. Please briefly describe the steps that the bank currently takes to ensure that the data it 
furnishes to a credit bureau is both accurate and complete. 

� We have tested files on standard intervals for accuracy. 
 
� Rely on FDR to report data correctly. If a credit report dispute is ever received, it is 
 

corrected and resubmitted within a few days 
� Done by our data processor 
� Bank makes every effort to post payments same day. Changes to an account are 

looked at by someone else to ensure accuracy 
� Our core system generates a report that is reviewed. 
� Information furnished is not verified as it is automatically reported by magazine tape 
� Information is kept accurate and up to date on our loan software then downloaded to 

the credit bureau. Our loan software is the complete record of all transactions etc 
about the customer’s loan 



� Periodic reviews of what types of loans are being reported. Loan maintenance 
changes are dually verified 

� Continuous monitoring of new and paid accounts, payments, late charges and past 
due accounts 

� Data is taken directly from the system, to be sent to the CBs. 
� The information given by the credit bureau is compared to customer information the 

Bank has on computer. 
� The data is pulled directly from the core system 
� Extract loan to data from bank’s core system – annually audit by FDIC and/or Kansas 

Banking Department, any bank’s external auditor.  Internally, review data for 
completeness/accuracy at account loading/changes 

� Information is automatically referred to the CB’s.  The fields of information must all 
be completed for the file to be reported. Typically, the fields are computer generated 

� Service bureau audits output 

3.	 How frequently, if ever, does a credit bureau notify the bank that information furnished 
by the bank is disputed? 

� Approximately 15 a year. Majority of disputed are not legitimate disputes 
 
�  Receive around 2 per month 
 
� This has happened to us once in the six years we’ve been open 
 
� We have only been notified once by a credit bureau 
 
� 15 per month on average 
 
� Rarely 
 
� 3-4 times per month 
 
� On average 2 per week 
 
� 6-7 a year 
 
� At the most, one per year 
 
� Infrequently 
 
� Six to ten per month. 
 
� Daily 
 
� Whenever credit bureau receives consumer complaint 
 
� 1 or 2 weekly (for all four branches) 
 
� 3 or 4 times a year 
 

4.	 Of all notices the bank receives that information in a credit report may be in error, what 
percentage come from: 

a. a credit bureau -
b. consumers -
c. other (e.g., credit repair company) – 

� Credit bureau 98% ; consumers 2% 
 
� Credit bureau - 75%; consumers 25% 
 
� Credit bureau – only had one; consumers – have had 3 total 
 
� Credit bureau – 99% (via a consumer dispute ver. Form) ; consumer – 1% 
 



� Credit bureau –95%; consumer - 5% 
 
� Credit bureau – 75%; consumer – 25% 
 
� Credit bureau – 99% 
 
� Credit bureau – 70%; consumer – 30% 
 
� Credit bureau 100% 
 
� Credit bureau – 95%; consumer - 5% 
 
� Credit bureau – 95%; consumer - 5% 
 
� Credit bureau – 50%; consumer - 5% 
 
� Credit bureau – 99%; consumers - 1% 
 
� Consumers 100% 
 
� Credit bureau – 90%; consumers – 10% 
 

5.	 Does the bank provide customers with information for how to contact the bank (a name, 
telephone number, etc.) in the event they have a dispute about information the bank provided 
to a credit bureau? 

YES - 14 NO - 2 

Why or why not? 

YES 
� We want our reporting to be as accurate as possible and we value our customers. 
� We provide our name on the credit bureau for the customer to contact us 
� So we can correct errors 
� When requested 
� To help the customer resolve the dispute 
� Good practice to do so 
� Good customer service. 
� When denied, the Letter of Action Taken provides this information to the customer. 
� When dispute is sent via E-Oscar our phone number is included 
� All customers are provided with all bank information when they open their account or 

loan as well as correspondence if collecting becomes an issue 
� We want to be sure we are fair to everyone 

NO 
� If they were to walk in or call – they would be directed to a customer service rep., 

information obtained and then investigated 
� Our name, address and phone number is listed on the loan documentation 

6.	 When the bank receives a customer complaint about information the bank furnished to a 
credit bureau, does the bank have to go back to the customer to get additional information to 
investigate the problem? 

YES - 2 NO - 13 



Please explain (e.g., what additional information is usually needed). 

YES 
� We usually need to see how it is reported to see if it is wrong 
� Which credit bureau is showing the wrong information 

NO 
�	 Generally speaking disputes are resolved quickly. Most are not about timing of 

payments but rather responsibility of debt. (i.e. Divorce) If there were a justifiable 
reason we would contact customer but we have not experienced that kind of mistake. 
Often customers question the time required to receive mail for payments. We mark 
our mail received so that we can resolve disputes but those are generally dealt with 
before reporting due to late notices and other customer communication. 

� We have on hand the information we have supplied 
 
� Most all disputes handled are from the Credit Bureau. 
 
� Only if a Social Security Number and identifying loan is missing 
 
� Normally, all the information we need is furnished on the first contact with customer 
 

7.	 What steps does the bank take if a customer complains about information that the bank 
furnished to a credit bureau? 

� Review account history and files to determine of customer claim is legitimate. If not 
notify credit bureau. If so, correct data. 

� Pull file on customer to research the complaint. If information is correct we send 
supporting documentation to the credit bureau and customer 

� Investigated by an officer with a reply to complainant 
� We verify the information and correct the problem if necessary 
� Get written request from customer or obtain a CDU, investigate their claim for 

accuracy, and make changes as needed – or notify customer or CRA if we believe no 
changes are going to be made 

� Research & Resolve 
� A universal data form is completed and mailed to the credit bureau 
� Request the file and dispute with the credit bureau 
� Confirm if error was made complete a universal credit dispute form 
� If such an occurrence takes place, the bank would immediately research the issue and, 

if necessary, correct the problem 
� The complaint is researched thoroughly to determine if valid. If valid, correction is 

made. 
� The Bank would investigate the problem. The Bank might fill out a Universal Data 

Form or tell the customer to dispute it with the Credit Bureau. 
� The situation is investigated, documented and resolution is communicated to the 

customer 
� Review loan file and complete response 
� We research the complaint and verify the information against all of the bank’s 

records. We pull files to verify all information. 



�	 We go back and check the customer’s payment history to be sure it is accurate. We 
then check with credit bureau to be sure it was reported correctly 

8.	 If a customer complains about information in a credit report that the bank furnished, on 
average, how long does it take to investigate and resolve the complaint? 

� The day of receipt, next day at latest.
 
� 1-2 days to investigate 
 
� Less than 1 week in the one instance we’ve experienced this 
 
� Less than a week 
 
� 30 minutes 
 
� Typically within an hour 
 
� 30-45 days overall – bank time to investigate is 48 hours average 
 
� Couple of days 
 
� Within a couple of weeks 
 
� This would be addressed immediately 
 
� 2 – 3 business days 
 
� 24 to 48 hours 
 
� 3 days or less 
 
� Same day we receive complaint 
 
� One half hour per complaint 
 
� 2 hours 
 

9.	 Briefly describe the bank’s procedures for reporting delinquencies, charge-offs or 
accounts placed for collection to a credit bureau (include when the information is generally 
reported). 

� Delinquency reported with standard file. Charge-offs and collections require a status 
change at account level then are transmitted with standard file. 

� All delinquencies charge officers and collection are reported immediately to the credit 
bureau 

�	 As loans become delinquent, are charged off, or are placed for collection. This 
information is transmitted by our data processor to the CB on the next monthly data 
exchange 

� A file is built monthly and sent to Equifax 
 
� If C/O – Notation is made in the field for account status code changes, then all loan 
 

information is downloaded into a report and sent to the credit reporting agencies 
� Information reported at month end 
� Delinquencies are reported monthly by magnetic tape – charge offs and repossessions 

are reported manually by universal data form and faxes 
� Report delinquencies monthly, charge offs quarterly, collection quarterly 
� Our core system tags the loan as to the status and is reported to the bureau on a 

monthly basis 
� Every 30 days 
� Both positive & negative information is furnished on a monthly basis 



� All included on the disk, which is provided monthly. 
� A tape is run from the core system that is then sent to the credit bureau services via 

their Internet sites. This is reported once a month 
� Report in Memo II format (upload Memo II format – an ASCII fixed format file with 

data on all loans) 
�	 We report all consumer loans, cash reserves (revolving), charge offs and CD 

accounts. All balances are reported monthly. Accounts/loans generally are not 
charged off until they are seriously delinquent 

�	 Automatically reported to the credit bureau by our service bureau in their monthly 
update 

10.	 Briefly describe the bank’s procedures for reporting that an account has been voluntarily 
closed to a credit bureau (include the timeline for reporting that information). 

�	 File management is handled by loan officers of default management when necessary. 
Status of account is manually changed at account level and transmitted with standard 
file. 

� Our system reports two updates to the 3 credit bureaus every month 
 
� We don’t do this 
 
� This information is automatically built in the file we send 
 
� Notation is made in the special comment code section for the credit bureaus 
 
� At month end as well 
 
� Early pay offs are reported monthly by magnetic tape 
 
� Do not distinguish voluntarily/account closed report as zero balance account 
 
� We change the status code to a 13 on open-end credit that is closed 
 
� Every 30 days 
 
� Included on the disk provided monthly 
 
� This procedure is done by filing an AUD through E-Oscar 
 
� Report in Memo II format (upload Memo II format – an ASCII fixed format file with 
 

data on all loans). An “account closed” reason is reported in loan reload 
� Reporting is automated – frequency is monthly 
� Part of our regular monthly update 

11.	 Briefly describe the bank’s procedures for investigating possible errors reported by a 
credit bureau. 

� Account information is reviewed. Research completed where necessary, Account 
information is corrected, credit bureau form is completed and sent in for correction. 

� All errors/disputes are corrected ASAP when found or notified by customer 
� Assigned to a loan officer whose job it is to assemble the necessary facts to respond 
� We see what was showing on the report and compare to our records 
� Verify our computer history to the CDV and verify all information provided by credit 

bureau to our computer information 
� Research account history, verify information reported and contact credit reporting 

agency 
� A history (payment) of the account is ordered 



�	 Upon receipt of dispute account information and history are reviewed and compared 
to dispute 

�	 NOW – Confirm the error – if error, send a universal credit dispute form to correct. 
IN THE PAST – we directed the customer to send a disputed report to where the 
report was pulled and bureau then sent to us 

� A form is sent to us by the credit bureau. Immediate action is taken to research the 
issue and a response is sent to the credit bureau 

� The complaint is researched thoroughly to determine if valid. If valid, correction is 
made within 2 – 3 business days. 

� Loan and documentation is investigated to see what caused the error. All errors are 
investigated and a resolution is determined 

� Review alleged error, review loan file & prepare response 
� Same procedures are followed for all disputes. All information is verified 
� Basically, the same as #7 (We go back and check the customer’s payment history to 

be sure it is accurate. We then check with credit bureau to be sure it was reported 
correctly). We go back to customer’s file and loan history to verify if we reported 
correctly 

12.	 Generally, does the bank receive sufficient information from the credit bureau to 
investigate the error? 

YES – 15 NO 

Please explain (including what additional information may be needed). 

YES 
� Sometimes better description of complaint is needed. 
� Name, address, social security number, account number, status (as reported) and date 

of payment 
� It’s all on the dispute form 
� However, it would be helpful if the Credit Bureaus would provide a list of the codes 

they use and their meanings, as each Credit Bureau uses different codes. 
� Most of the time. Some times we need additional information, especially if it is an old 

paid out account 

OTHER 
 
Not enough experience on this. In our one occurrence we received enough 
 

13.	 If the bank confirms the error, briefly describe the steps the bank takes (including the 
general timeline). 

�	 Make changes as necessary to dispute form / account information and send back to 
credit bureau. Immediate 

�	 The credit bureau dispute form is filled out with the correcting information. 
Supporting documentation is also sent with the dispute. If account still on the system, 
system is corrected as well 



� This has never happened to us 
 
� Send in a Universal Data Form correcting the error. Less than a week 
 
� Bullseye report obtained noting needed changes; changes made to customers loan, 
 

this will ensure next time we report that information is accurate 
� Complete error resolution form or letter explaining current status typically within 24 

hours of request 
� Complete our portion of dispute form and send back to credit bureau (30 days) 
� Tell the credit bureau to correct the information within days of receipt 
� We are currently with E-Oscar, the credit dispute 1st goes to the Sr. Loan Secretary. If 

not completed, the compliance officer receives a warning 
� The credit bureau is notified with a description of the correct data in the response 

sheet 
� The information is resubmitted to the Credit Bureau, as soon as the error has been 

confirmed 
� Within 24 hours the dispute form is filled out and mailed back to the credit bureau. 
� A response – A CDV is sent through E-Oscar with corrected information usually 

within 3 days 
� Send correction same day of notice of error 
� The new or corrected information is described on the dispute and it is mailed to the 

appropriate credit bureau within 3 days. 
� We complete the necessary reporting form back to the credit bureau with 48 hours 

14.	 If, after investigation, the bank confirms there was no error, briefly describe the steps 
that it takes (including the general timeline). 

� Mark dispute form correct as reported. Immediate 
� Send supporting documentation that there is no error to the credit bureau and the 

customer 
� We respond to complainant with our facts and offer documentation. Has not been 

required. 
� We respond to credit bureau or customer, which should take less than a week. Has 

never happened though 
� On CDU – Note that we are reporting as verified 
� Complete error resolution form or letter explaining current status typically within 24 

hours of request. 
� I confirm “no error” and report accordingly 
� Tell the credit bureau to verify as reported within day of receipt 
� Same as above. We simply check no change on credit dispute and may send 

attachments 
� The credit bureau is notified with a description of the correct data in the response 

sheet, but giving the data and showing that no error occurred 
� The customer is notified that no error was found. This is usually within 3 to 4 

business days. 
� Within 24 hours the dispute form is filled out and mailed back to the credit bureau. 



� This information is transmitted through E-Oscar (ACDV) verifying the information is 
correct usually within 3 days 

� Fill out complaint form with notation that information was correct as reported 
� The dispute is returned to the credit bureau indicating that all information has been 

verified and reported correctly within 3 business days 
� We complete the necessary reporting form back to the credit bureau with 48 hours 

15.	 If applicable, briefly describe the bank’s procedures to address instances when the 
formal investigation is concluded and the bank and the customer disagree with the findings. 

�	 We complete dispute form and generally never here back from customer. Often 
disputes arise out of divorce and customer thinks because court said debt is to be paid 
by ex-spouse they should not be reported on, however joint accounts require reporting 
regardless of family court ruling. 

� Hasn’t occurred so we have no set procedures 
 
� Has never happened 
 
� If we find that we are correct in our reporting according to our records and customer 
 

still disputes, we ask for actual receipts of payments 
� Our error resolution officer (dispute) takes over 
� Additional research is conducted in order to make sure the information being reported 

is accurate. 
� If no resolution is come to, the final decision is made by Executive Management. 
� Not aware of this occurring. If consumer files complaint with FDIC and/or State 

Banking Department, we respond in writing with appropriate exhibits. 
�	 If the bank has verified that all of the information reported is correct, the dispute is 

concluded. There are some instances when the report is deleted from the credit 
bureaus if it is determined not to be the customer’s fault (i.e. fraud victims) 

�	 We advise the customer and credit bureau of the facts as documented in our loan files. 
If the customer disagrees they have the right to report their side of the story 

16.	 Do you have any other comments on reporting information, investigating errors or other 
concerns involving the credit reporting process? 

�	 We believe that we will be reporting by 12-31-04. We think the bank will 
communicate far better with the CR bureaus than they do with us. They are 
automated and make it very hard for a consumer to get anything done. Almost like 
trying to find out how to un-subscribe from a service on the provider’s website. 

�	 Often I find that it is very difficult to get credit bureau to correct information. 
Sometimes an account update takes months or never happens at all. Additionally, it 
was next to impossible to get the three repositories to correct simultaneously, now 
they’ve added a fourth. I myself have dealt with this problem and find that once 
something was reported incorrectly it is next to impossible to get corrected. Even 
when the entity that made the error is trying to help and has provided you with all the 
necessary documentation. 



�	 Correcting disputes is not completed in a timely manner. It takes far too long to 
correct. Should be a much quicker process! 

�	 Get a copy of Memo II format/instructions and review other possible reporting 
formats 

�	 I have never been unable to come to an agreeable term with a customer. We have the 
facts documented in our files. 95% of the time, we reported correctly. If there was an 
error, we correct it immediately. We have never had a real problem in this area, other 
than a c/m who gets a slow rating because the primary borrower paid slowly. We 
detail this to all c/m loans at closing, but they still don’t understand until it happens. 




