
 

 

  

ELLEN  DOLINAR 
Proposal and Comment Information 

Title: Check Services - Request for Information and Comment on the Future of the 
Federal Reserve Banks’ Check Services, OP-1874 

Comment ID: FR-2025-0077-01-C350 

Submitter Information 

Name: Ellen Dolinar 

Submitted Date: 03/19/2026 

 



While there has been a clear and ongoing shift toward electronic and card-based payment systems, checks 
continue to serve an important and necessary role for individuals, businesses, and government entities. 
Preserving this option ensures flexibility, inclusivity, and financial fairness across diverse populations. 
 
One of the most significant advantages of checks is their cost efficiency. Unlike many electronic or credit 
card transactions, check payments typically do not incur processing or convenience fees for the payer. In 
contrast, credit card usage often results in additional service charges, which are frequently passed on to 
consumers. These added costs can disproportionately impact budget-conscious individuals and 
organizations. By offering a fee-free alternative, checks provide predictability in expenses and promote 
financial equity. 
 
Security is another important consideration. Electronic payment systems require the sharing and storage 
of sensitive personal and financial data, increasing exposure to potential data breaches. In many cases, 
organizations responsible for such breaches face limited accountability, leaving consumers to manage the 
consequences of fraud or identity theft. Checks, by comparison, reduce reliance on digital systems and 
limit the amount of sensitive information stored electronically, thereby lowering vulnerability to cyber 
threats. 
 
Accessibility also remains a critical factor. Certain government agencies continue to require or prefer 
checks as a form of payment. Eliminating this option could create unnecessary barriers to compliance and 
access to essential services. Additionally, not all individuals have access to credit cards, debit cards, or 
online banking platforms. Checks provide an inclusive alternative for those who rely on or prefer 
traditional banking methods. 
 
Furthermore, checks offer clear advantages in financial control and recordkeeping. They provide a 
tangible, paper-based record of transactions, which can be beneficial for tracking payments, supporting 
audits, managing reimbursements, and resolving disputes. This level of documentation enhances 
transparency and accountability in financial activities. 
 
In conclusion, while modern payment methods offer convenience, checks continue to deliver unique and 
valuable benefits. Maintaining checks as a payment option supports cost efficiency, enhances security, 
ensures accessibility, and promotes equitable financial practices.  


